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Press release 

Notre Bon Droit 

 

The President of the General Court of the European Union temporarily suspends the imposition of 

the EU digital Covid certificate for accessing the buildings of the European Parliament.  

Since 3 November 2021, a valid EU digital Covid certificate has been required to access any of the 

European Parliament premises in its three workplaces (Strasbourg, Brussels and Luxembourg). This 

applies to all, irrespective of their status,  be they  elected Members of the European Parliament 

(MEP), members of staff or visitors.  

This controversial decision was publicly denounced by several MEPs last week, as it constitutes a 

dramatic precedent within the EU, especially in Belgium where the Covid Safe Ticket is not required 

in the workplace.  

Considering that this obligation constitutes a serious violation of fundamental rights and freedoms, 

several MEPs as well as EP staff Members have decided, in close cooperation with the leading 

Belgium -based non-profit organisation ASBL 'Notre Bon Droit', to take this decision to court.  

These actions, set up and coordinated by 'Notre Bon Droit' and carried out by the Attorneys firm '& 

De Bandt', aim to suspend and annul the EP Bureau decision because it violates certain fundamental 

rights guaranteed by the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. Specifically it 

violates  not only the right to work, the right to physical integrity, the right to liberty and security as 

well as the right to equality before the law and to non-discrimination, but above all the right to 

privacy and respect for personal data.  

Filing a request for suspension in emergency procedure as well as an action for annulment to the 

General Court of the European Union on Thursday, it is the MEPs'  view, as plaintiffs, that this 

obligation seriously entails and irreparably damages the full and active exercise of their respective 

mandates. Similarly, the EP staff members also stress in their respective request that this decision 

constitutes serious and irreparable damage to the full and active exercise of their activities as well as 

to the possibility of bringing their children to the Parliament crèche.  

The President of the General Court, Marc van der Woude, issued an order on Friday afternoon, 

temporarily suspending the decision all plaintiffs. He emphasises in particular that “it appears 

necessary, in the interest of the sound administration of justice, to postpone the execution of the 

contested decision by limiting the conditions of access of the plaintiffs to the European Parliament 

premises to the requirement of a negative self-test. If the result is positive, this test should be 

followed by a PCR test. In the event of a positive result from the latter test, the European Parliament 

may refuse applicants' access to its premises. "   
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The plaintiffs will therefore no longer be subject to the obligation to present a EU digital Covid 

certificate whilst the summary proceedings are examined by the Court, and will be able to access the 

Parliament premises with a negative self-test.  

Most importantly, this measure applies to  all plaintiffs equally , regardless of their vaccine or 

recovery status.  

The Court's decision on the summary proceedings is expected by the end of the year. It could decide 

to permanently suspend the decision while the actions for annulment are examined. 

 For any questions or information, contact Notre Bon Droit, in charge of these actions:   

notreBdroit@protonmail.com 

 


